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PR O v. VIII. 30, zi. 


Then I was by Him, as one brought 
up with Him; I was daily His 
Delight, rejoicing always before Him: 
Rejoicing in the habitable Part of 
His Earth, and my Delights were 
with the Sons of Men. 


HAT the Divine Speaker, in this 
Context, 1s a Perſon, it 1s clear from 


the perſonal Characters, under which 
He ſpeaks concerning Himſelf, and the per- 
ſonal Acts, which He expreſſes of Himſelf. 
And it 1s equally evident, that this Speaker 
is Chriſt, who is the Wiſdom as well as the 
Power of God. For, the Things expreſled, 
are true of Him only. 

In the Text, the following Things are to 
be obſerved : That Chriſt exiſted by God, 
as one brought up with Him.—That He 
was daily his Delight..-That He rejoiced 
in the habitable Part of his Earth. —And that 
his Delights were with the Sons of Men. 

I. CHRIST exiſted by GOD. Then 1 
was by Him. When He was preſent with 


the Father, appears from the Words imme- 


B diately 
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diately preceeding the Text. It was when 
He, the Father, gave to the Sea his Decree, 
that the Waters ſhould not paſs his Command- 
ment : When He appointed the Foundations of the 
Earth, Chriſt was by, or, exiſtent with God 


the Father, when He exerted His Power, in 


the Creation of the World. I the Beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was God. And He 
was preſent with the Father, as a Co-operator, 
in Creation. For, all Things were made by 
Him, and without Him was not any Thing made, 
that was made (a). All Things vere created by 
Him, as an efficient Cauſe, and for him (b) as a 


final Caule. 


The Divine Writer of the Epiſtle to the 
Hebrews affirms, that He who built all Things 
7s God (c). 

Chriſt, therefore, if that Aſſertion is Truth, 
muſt be God, or a divine Perſon. For, He 
made all Things. No one Thing was made 
without Him. As the Word was with God, 
ſo, the Word was God. Our Saviour zs God 
over all, bleſſed for ever [d). He is the true 
God, and eternal Lie (e). The Father's 
Equal, For, He being in the Form of God, 
thought it not Robbery to be equal with God (V. 
And He being ſuch, He was a joint-Agent 
with the Father, in the Work of Creation. 
He was then by Him, not as an inactive 

| Spectator 
(a) John i. 1, 2. (4). Col. i. 16. 
(c) Heb. iii. 4. (4) Rom. Ix, 4. 
(e) John v. 20, np t. 20. 
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Spectator of what He wrought ; but as a 


Co- operator with Him, in giving Exiſtence 
unto whatſoever is. 
II. Chriſt was by the Father, as One brought 
up with Him. Which J apprehend denotes 
two Things. 1. The Character He bore, 
or the Capacity wherein He then ſtood. 2. 
The Intimacy, and ſweet Converſe He then 
had with the Father. 1. I conceive, that this 
reſpets Chriſt in His mediatorial Capacity, 
or conſidered as God-man. He was the 
Object of the Father's Choice, to act in the 
Office of Mediator between Himſelf, and 
the Church. It was his Will, that IIe ſhould 
allume our Nature, or become Man. And 
the Will of Chriſt concurred with the Will 
of the Father herein. And, therefore, He 
verily was fore-ordained before the Foundation of 
the World; but «vas manifeſt in theſe laſt Times(g). 
By Reaſon whereof, He was conſidered and 
held in Repute, as God and Man, from ever- 
laſting, though neither Part of his human 
Nature then ſubſiſted. Not his Soul, any 
more than his Body. For, it was not poſſi- 
ble, that either conſtituent Part of his hu- 
man Nature ſhould ſubſiſt in Eternity, when 
the Counſel and Covenant of Peace were 
held and entered into, between the Father 
and Himſelt. But that is no Objection, 
unto His being then, viewed and confidered, 
as God and Man. Becauſe the preſent Sub- 
8 ſiſtence 


(2) 1 Pet. i. 20. 
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ſiſtence of his human Nature, was not neceſ- 
ſary to ſuch a View and Conſideration of 
Him For, the Father's Appointment, that 
he ſhould become Man, and his Concur- 
rence, were a ſufficient Ground for ſuch a 
View and Conſideration of Him. 2. I ap- 
prehend, that this Phraſe, as One brought up 
with Him, ſignifies, that Intimacy and ſweet 
Converſe, which He then had with the Fa- 
ther, in his mediatorial Character. He was 
in the Boſom of the Father, and privy to all the 
gracious and glorious Deſigns of his everlaſt- 
ing Love, concerning the Elect. The Father 
loved the Son, and ſhewed Him all Things, that 
Himſelf doth (h). And Chriſt in his media- 
torial Capacity, it was then agreed on, fixed 
and ſettled, ſhould carry his Purpoſes of 
Grace into Execution. Thus he, from 
everlaſting, enjoyed the greateſt Intimacy 
and {ſweeteſt Converſe with the Father, in his 
mediatorial Capacity, he being then, by him, 
as one brought up with him, in that Capacity. 
III. Chriſt, in the Character of Me- 


diator, as daily, or Day by Day, as Arias 


Montanus renders it (Ev Ov) His De- 
light. This Phraſe does not denote Suc- 
ceſſion. For, there was not a Succeſſion, 


in Eternity paſt. The Import of it is this: 


That Chriſt, from everlaſting, was conſtantly 


the Object of the Father's Delight, in his 


mediatorial Capacity, or, conſidered by him 
(%) John v. 20. 
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as God and Man. Being Man, he was, 1. 
Capable of obeying. He took not cn bim the 
Nature of Angels, but the Seed of Abraham. 
For as much as the Chilaren were Partakers 
of Fleſh and Blood, he alſo himſelf, Iikewwiſe took 
part of the ſame (i). As Man, He was meet 
and fit, to become ſubject to the Covenant 
of Works. And, he actually came under 
its Obligation. For, as he was made of a 
Woman, fo, alſo, he was made under the Lan, 
to redeem his People, who were under the 
Law(k). And by Reaſon of the abſolute 
Purity and Perfection of his Nature, he was 
able to yield Obedience to the Law, in the 
utmoſt Extent of its Commands. And, there- 
fore, in his human Nature, he was the Ob- 
ject of the Father's Delight. 

2. As Man, he was capable of ſuffering 
penal Death, in order to the Redemption of 
the Church. For, (1.) As ſuch, he was a 
fit Subject to bear their Sins, and he really 
did. He knew no Sin; but was made Sin for us 
(1). The Father laid on him the Iniquities of 
us all (m). And he bore our Sins, in his own 
Body on the Tree (1). The Guilt of his People, 
was charged on him, and he bore it away. 
For, he put away their Sin, by the Sacrifice of 
Himſelf (o). Which he could not have done, 
without the Aſſumption of their Nature, into 

N union 
(i) Heb. ii. 16. (+) Gal. iv. 4. 
(4) Cor. v. 21. (n) Iſa. Iii. 6. 
() Heb, ix. 29, () 1 Pet. i. 24. 
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union with his divine Perſon. (2.) He alfo 
was capable of bearing the Law's Curſe, in 
his human Nature. As Man, he not only 
came under the Obligation of the Covenant 
of Works, reſpecting the Obedience which 
it requires; but alſo, to ſuffer the Malediction 
which it threatens. And in his Sufferings 


and Death, he was made a Curſe. That 


which we are redeemed from, he was made 


upon our Account, we are redeemed from the 


Curie of the Law, and, therefore, he was 
made a Curſe. Chriſt hath redeemed us from 
the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for 
us (% And therefore, there is now no Con- 
demnation to them, that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who 


walk not after the Fleſh but after the Spi- 
rit (9. | 


His human Nature only, was capable of 


being made a Curſe, and, conſequently, if 


he had not been Man, he could not have 


effected our Redemption from the Curſe, of 


the Covenant of Works, by which we ſtand 
condemned, for our Violation of it. (3.) 
Chriſt being Man, he was a fit Subject to 
bear the vindictive Diſpleaſure of God. And 
he actually did bear it for us. Wherein are 
two Things to be obſerved, [I. ] Dereliction 
and Withdrawment, as to preſent Commu- 
nion, and a delightful Senſe of divine 


Favour, which Chriſt always enjoyed, until 


we Time of his Sufferings; but then the 
| Father, 
(% Gal. ili. 13. (% Rom. vill. 1. 
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Father hid his Face, and withdrew from 
him, which cauſed him to utter that ſore 
Complaint, when on the Croſs : My God, my 


| | God, why beſt thou forſaken me ( a). [2.] Sut- 


tering divine Wrath and Vengeance. The 
Father in the Character of a Judge, bruijed 
and put him to Grief (r). By poſitive Acts, 
which he immediately put forth on his 
Mind, he impreſſed a deep Senſe of the 
Guilt, which was imputed to Him, upon 


his Soul, and produced in him a molt pain- 


ful Senſation of its Demerit. He commanded 
the Sword of Juſtice to awake againſt and 
ſmite him (s). Thus he ſpared him not (t); 


but took full Vengeance on Sin in him: 


That he might ſparc, pardon and ſave his 
People, without Diſhonour to his Law, and 
eclipſing the Glory of his Holineſs and Juſ- 
tice. Not that Chriſt had the leaſt Conſci- 
ouſneſs of the Contraction of Guilt, or of 
his Perſon being the Object of the Father's 
Diſpleaſure. Neither of which, was potlible. 
And the Father was never more delighted 
with Chriſt, than, when he preſented him- 
ſelf a willing Victim, before divine Juſtice, 
to make Atonement for our Sins. Now, it 


_ Chriſt had not aſſumed human Nature, he 


had not been a meet Subject for Suftering 
on Account of the Sins of Men. But. by 
the Aſſumption of our Nature, he became a 
fit 
(4) Paal. xxil. 1. r) Ifa. lit. 10. 
Zech. Kili. 7. (% Rom. viii. 32. 
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fit and proper Subject of Suffering for our 
Offences. And, therefore, in his human 
Nature, he was the Object of the Father's 
Delight. 

3. Chriſt being God, as well as Man, and 
the divine and human Natures, being ineffa- 
bly united in him, he was capable of merit- 
ing, both in what he did and ſuffered, If 
he had been Man only, he might have obeyed, 
and alſo have ſuffered, but he could not have 
merited, either in obeying, or ſuffering. As 
the very learned and accurate Divine, Witrius 
obſerves: A mere Man, might have been upheld 
by infinite Power,tnObedience and Suffering*. But 
no proper Merit could poſſibly attend, either 
his Obedience, or his Sufferings, how great 
ſoever. Infinite Power, reſident in the divine 
Perſon of Chriſt, ſuſtained his human Na- 
ture, in his Obedience and Sufferings; but 

the Union of his human Nature, with his 
divine Perſon, renders his Obedience, and 
Sufferings properly meritorious. If he had 
not been Man, he would not have been a 
meet Subject to obey the Law on the Ac- 
count of Men, nor to ſufter a penal Death 
for the Sins of Men. And if he had not 
been God and Man, and both united, he 
could not have merited, by his Obedience, or 

| Suffer- 


* Deus Naturam humanam, perſonal ter fili non unitam, 
Divina Virtute qua ita ſuſtentare queat, ut farendis & vin- 
cendis omnibus Doliribus par fit. A.con Fœp. Lid 11. 
Cap. 4. Sect. XXII. 
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Sufferings. For, it is the infinite Dignity 
of his Perſon, which gives infinite Worth to 
his Obedience, and from that ariſes the im- 
menſe Value of his Sufferings. Thus the 
Conſtitution of the Perton of Chriſt fits 
him, for cairying into Hxccution all the 
wie and glorious Parpoles or the Father, 
concerning the Objects of his everlaſting 
Love. And, he having ſuch a View of 
him, in Eternity, his Soul then delighted in 
him (z). Becauſe the Father, from everlaſt- 
ing, foreſaw, how he himſelf, would be inft- 
nitely glorified, and the Church be effectually 
ſecured, by the Obedience and Sufferings of 
Chriſt, therefore, he, eternally had the 

higheſt Complacency and Delight in Him. 
IV. Chriſt rejoiced akvays before the Fa- 
ther. Arias Myntanus tranſlates it literally, 
in all Time: According to the Original 
( rvy 2). Here we muſt obſerve, as be- 
fore, that Time, or Succeſſion, had not 
Place in the immeaſureable Duration of Eter- 
nity paſt. We have no Language, by which, 
Eternity may be properly expreſſed, nor can 
have. The Reaſon whereof, is clear. It 
ſurpaſſes our Comprehenſion. I apprehend, 
that the more ſeriouſly, and fixedly, any 
Man contemplates Eternity, the more evi- 
dently he will diſcern, that it exceeds his 
moſt enlarged Ideas. Our Ideas may poſſi- 
bly excced our Language, but our Lan- 
guage, it we underſtand it, cannot exceed 
ok S our 


(4) Iſa. xlii. 1. 
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our Ideas. As our Minds are finite, and 
limited, it is impoſſible, that our Concep- 
tions ſhould be extended unto Infinity. And, 
therefore, none of the Sons of Metaphyfics, 
are able to explain what Eternity is. The 
Idea which we have of it, is not poſitive; 
but negative. It is, we know not what. 


God, who alone 1s Eternal, only knows what 


Eternity is. The Import of the original 
Phraſe, in all Time, is, perpetually, without 
any Interruption, or Intermiſſion. Chriſt, in 


the Character of Mediator, in the immeaſure- 


able Duration of Eternity paſt, conſtantly 
rejoiced before the Father. I would ſhew, 
in ſome Particulars, what was the Matter 
of his Joy: Or, wherein he then did rejoice. 
1. The Matter of his Joy, from everlaſting, 
was his human Nature, as fitted to accom- 
liſh, in Union with his divine Perſon, the 
whole Will of the Father. That Individuum 
of human Nature, which was ordained unto 
a perſonal Union with the eternal Son of God, 
was meet and fit to be taken by him, into 
ſuch a Union with himſelf. The Father 
prepared him a Body (w), a Nature. As 
Man, he was the curious Workmanſhip of 
the Holy Ghoſt. And, therefore, he was 
perfectly qualified, for being thus united 


with his divine Perſon, not only becauſe 


he was all Purity and Perfection; as he was 
the miraculous Production of the bleſſed 
Spirit, 

(w) Heb. x. 5. 
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Spirit, and, ſo, holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and 


ſeparate from Sinners (x) : But alſo, becaule, 


he was repleniſhed with all the ſupernatural 
Graces and Gifts of the holy Spirit, in their 
utmoſt Perfection and Plenitude. And by 
the Aſſumption of that Nature, it became 


his own, in a peculiar Senſe. In Conſe— 


quence of which, infinite Power, reſident in 
his divine Perſon, became engaged, to ſup- 
port, and carry that Nature, through the 
whole of its Obedience and Sufterings. 
Hence, it was impoſſible, that he ſhould 


fail, in either. And, as was before oblerved, 


the infinite Dignity of his Perſon, gave im- 
menſe Value, to his Obedience and Suffer— 
ings. Wherefore, by both, the Will of the 
Father 1s accompliſhed, which he undertook 
to perform, And the higheſt Glory re- 
dounds to all his glorious Perfections thereby, 
The Fore-view, and Proſpect, which Chritt 
had thereof, in the eternal Counſel and Co- 
venant of Peace, was Matter of infinite 
Joy to him. The Conſtitution of his Per- 
lon, as Mediator, fitting him for carrying 
into Execution, the wiſe, holy, and graci- 
ous Purpoſes of the Father, he rejoiced 
therein, from everlaſting. For, he ever de- 

lighted to do his Will (y). 
2. The Glory, which he then knew, that 
he ſhould bring to the Father, by the Ac- 
compliſhment of his Will, in our Nature, 
ED n was 

(x) Heb. vii. 26. (O) Pſal; xl. 8. 
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was the Matter of his Joy. The Father 1s 
glorified, by the Son, as Mediator, m the 
higheſt Manner, in all his infinitely glori- 
ous Attributes. In his abſolute Sovereignty, 
boundleſs Grace, Kindneſs and Mercy: In 
his immenſe Wiſdom, infinite Holineſs and 
Juſtice, in his Power, and in his eternal 
Truth and Faithiulneſs. Yea, the Glory of 
all his Perfections, ſhines forth moſt con- 
ipicuouſly in the Conſtitution of the Perſon 
of Chriſt, and in his Performance of the 
Father's Will, in our Nature : Hence, our 
Lord ſpeaking to him, expreſſes Winkel thus: 
T have glorified thee on the Earth; I have 
fiſhed the Work, which thou gaveſ? me to do (3). 


That View, Which Chriſt had thereof, when 


he undertook to accomplith his Will, in the 
everlaſting Covenant of Grace, was Matter 
of infinite Joy to him. For, therein, he 
eternally rejoiced. 

The Salvation and Happineſs of the 
Church, were the Matter of his Joy. The 
Glory of the Father, and rhe Recovery, and 
eternal Felicity of his People, were %% Toy, 
that was // before bim, which cauſed him, 
to endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the Shame (a); 
at the Time of his Crucifixion. And he 
rejoiced in both, when he agreed to make 
his Soul an Offering fer Sin (6). Which he 
did, from everlaſting, in 1 5 Covenant, 


where- 
(=) John xvii. 4. (a) Heb, xii, 2 


{b) Iſa, Iiii. 10. 
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whereinto, he entered with the Father, re- 
lating to the Salvation of the Elect. That 
which animated him, in his Sulterings, gave 
him Joy, when he undertook to ſuffer and 
die, which was the Glory of God the Fa- 
ther, and the endleſs Bliſs of thoſe for whom 
he ſuffered and died. And, therefore, in 
Eternity, he always rejoiced before the Fa- 
ther, in the View which he then had of 
both. The Thoughts which he had before 
Time, of glorifying his Father, and ſaving 
the Objects of his Love, aitorded him, with- 
out Inter miſſion, infinite Pleaſure and Joy. 
4. Chrilt then rejoiced in the Dignity and 
Glory, which he, himſelf, was to enjoy, 
upon finiſhing that Work, which the Fa- 
ther gave him to do. He prayed for the 
Poſſeſſion of it, when he was about to ſuffer, 
ſaying, Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
felf, with the Glory, which I had with thee, be- 
fore the World was (c). As hath been be- 
tore obſerved, he exiſted with the Father, 
from everlaſting, in his mediatorial Capacity, 
though neither conſtituent Part of his hu- 
man Nature, then ſubſiſted. The preſent 
Subſiſtence of either Part of that Nature, 
was not neceſlary unto his ſtanding, and be- 
ing conſidered, in that Capacity. The Glory 
for which our Lord prayed, was not that 


which is eſſential to his Divine Perſon ; but 


his mediatorial Glory. Which he had with 
| the 


(c) John xvii. 5. 
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the Father, before the World was, in Pro- 
mile and Grant. For, as the Father, in the 
everlaſting Covenant, aſſigned him Work, 
he alſo promiſed im a Reward, And that 
Reward was ever with him, or preſent to his 
View, as his Work was always before him. 
And he eternally rejoiced in the Proſpect 
which he had, of that immortal Dignity, 
unto which his human Nature was advanced, 
when he had compleated the Work of Re- 
demption. Theſe important and glorious 
Things, were the Matter of the eternal Joy 
of Chriſt, exiſting with the Father, in his 
mediatorial Capacity. The Meetneſs of his 
human Nature, for a Subſiſtence, in his Di- 
vine Perſon, and his Fitneſs, by Reaſon there- 
of, to accompliſh effectually, the whole Plea- 
{ure of the Father, concerning the Objects 
of his ſovereign, eternal, and infinite Love. 
That Revenue of Honour and Glory, which 
the Father receives, by the Obedience, Suffer- 
ing and Death of his human Nature, as ſub- 


| fiſting in his Divine Perſon. The everlaſt- 
ing Security, conſummate, and endleſs Feli- 


city, of all thoſe among the Sons of Men, 
whom he moſt intenſely loved. And that 


State of Dignity, and Glory, unto which his 


human Nature was advanced, when he had 
fimſhed the Work allotted to him, by the 
Father, in the Capacity of Mediator. They 
are the nobleſt, and moſt grand Effects of 
immenſe Wiſdom. And, therefore, — 
| 0 
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of the Joy of Chriſt, Theſe Things are 
* the Wildom of God, in a Myſtery, the hidden 
- Wiſdom, which he ordained, h 
dur Glory (c). 


efore the World to 
Hence, the View, which Chriſt 
had of them, in the eternal Counſel of Peace, 
held between the Father, and Himſelf, gave 


him infinite Fleaſure ae, without the 


leaſt Interruption, or Intermiſſion. 

V. Chriſt rejorced in the habitable Part of 
the Father's Earth. The Earth is his. For, 
he created, and upholds it. He 1s the Crea- 
tor of the Ends thereof (d). The Earth is 


. the Lord's, and the Fulneſs thereof : The World, 


and they who dwell therein (e). Heaven, yea, 
the Heaven of Heavens, 1s the Lord's : The Earth 
he hath given to the Children of Men. He 
permits them to poſſeſs it, and the Treaſures 
of it. The habitable Part of the Earth, deſigns 
thoſe Parts thereof, which are inhabited by 
the Objects of his peculiar Love. He is an 
everlaſting Father to his People, and moſt 
tenderly loves them. He, therefore, rejoiced 
in thoſe Places, which his Children would 
reſide in, during their mortal State. Chriſt 
is the Huſband of the Church, and hath the 
greateſt Aﬀection for her. Hence, he re- 
joiced, in thoſe Spots of Ground which ſhe 


were to dwell in, until he took her, to his 


Embraces, in the heavenly Manſions. O 
what a tender Thought does this Phraſe ex- 
preſs! 


(e) 1 Cor. ti. 7. (d) Iſa. xl. 28. 


(e) Pfal. xxiv. 1. 
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preſs ! The Joy which the Mediator had in 


this World, in Eternity, aroſe from this 
Conſideration, that it was to be the Place, 
wherein, his People were to rife into BF yiſt- 
ence, and abide, until they were made meet 
for the everlaiting Enjoyment of himſelf, 
in another, and intinitely better World than 
this. 

VI. His Delights were with the Sons of 
Men. The radical Letters, in the original 
Word, are doubled (ywpw), which increaſe 
its Signification. Great Delight is meant. 
Farther, it is in the plural, not the ſingular 
Number. So that, according to the Idiom 
of the original Language, it is to be under- 
ſtood, in the ſuperlative Senſe: The higheſt 


Delight is intended. Hence we muſt con- 


clude, that the Love of Chriſt to his People, 
was, from everlaſting, a Love of Complacency 
and Delight. And not merely a Love of Be- 
nevolence or Pity. Some, perhaps, will ſay, 
why 1s this Antinomian Tenet advanced? That 
Chriſt delights in his People, before they 
become Subjects of Holineſs. How is that 
poſſible? It is not Antinomianiſin; but a glori- 
ous, evangelical Truth, which I hope to ex- 
plain in ſuch a Manner, as to place it above 
all reaſonable Objection. The Perſons with 


whom his Delights were, are the Church of 


the Finſt- born, which are written in Heaven (g). 
Thoſe whom the Father loved, choſe, and 


gave 
) Heb. xli. 23. 
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gave unto Chriſt, to be ſaved by him. To 
whom He was appointed a Head, Who are 
his Members, his Body and Fulneſs (bh). Wis 
Children. Thole many Sons, whom God de- 
ſigned 7o bring lo Glory (i). They are the 
Perſons, with whom the Delights of Chriſt 
were, in the immeaſurable Duration of Eter- 
nity paſt. In order to explain this impor- 
tant Point, I obſerve, that Chriſt had, from 
everlaſting, a twofold View of his People. 

i. In the Counſel of Peace, which was 
held between the Father, and Himſelf, he 
viewed, and conſidered his People, as lapfed, 
depraved, guilty, and therefore, miſerable. 
I ſuppoſe, that good Men, who agree not 
with us, 1n the Point, which I am about to 
prove, will grant the Truth of this. Be- 
cauſe, the Denial of it, would evert entirely, 
the precious Doctrine of a Counſel, and 
Covenant of Peace, being held, and entered 
into, from everlaſting, between God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt, wherein, infinitely wiſe, and 
effectual Proviſion, was made, for their Re- 
covery and Salvation. Now, let me atk our 
good Brethren, whom I much honour and 
eſteem, if Divine Benevolence and Com- 
paſſion, reſpected them, as Criminals, and 
guilty, or, as miſerable, in Conſequence of 
their Guilt? Surely, they will not lay, that 
Divine Benevolence, and Compaſſion, reſpected 

them; 


(>) Eph. i. 23. (i) Heb. ii. 10. 
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them, as Criminals, and guilty, but as mi- 
ſerable, in Conſequence of their Guilt. 
Human Benevolence, and Pity, to an Of- 
fender, do not reſpect him, as ſuch; but 
as obnoxious to ſuffering Penalty, for his 
Offence, No wiſe and juſt Judge will ever 
bear good Will to, and pity a Malefactor, 
as ſo conſidered ; but only as he 1s ſubjected 
to Condemnation, for his Breach of the 
Law. Much leſs, is it poſſible with God, wwho 
rs of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity ; to bear 
good Will unto, or pity Tranſgreſſors of his 
righteous Law, as ſo conſidered. Sinners as 
Sinners, are not Objects of Divine Bene- 
volence and Compaſſion; but of Divine Diſ- 
approbation. Infinite Mercy and Compal- 
ſion, are extended and exerciſed towards 
ſinful Men, yet not under the Conſideration, 
of their being Criminals, but under the Con- 
ſideration of their being miſerable, in Conſe- 
quence of their Crimes, God and Chriſt, do 
not pity Sinners, as Sinners; but as they are 
obnoxious to Miſery, on Account of their Sins. 
We do not ſay, that Chriſt delighted in his 
People, conſidered, as Sinners. Nor, that 
he took Pleaſure in them, as hable to Mi- 
ſery, in Conſequence of their Sins. If we 
affirmed the one or the other, we might 
be juſtly charged with Abſurdity. So far 
are we from aſſerting either, that we deny, 
that the People of Chriſt, are the Objects 
of his Benevolence and Pity, viewed and 
| con- 
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| conſidered, by him, as Sinners. And main- 
tain, that his Pity to them, regards them 
only, under the Conſideration of their be- 
ing miſerable, and not of their Guiltineſs. 
Viewed by him, as Guilty, they are not 
the Objects of his Compaſſion; but of his 
Diſapprobation. But that is no Objection 
to the Truth of what, I am now engaged, 
in the Defence of. If Chriſt had no other 
View of his People, in Eternity, than, as 
guilty and miſerable, it muſt be granted, 
that they then, could not be the Objects of 
his Complacency and Delight. 

For it 1s not poſlible, that he ſhould ever 
take the leaſt Pleaſure in them, conſidered 
as guilty, and involved in Miſery. But, 1 
hope to make it evident, that, from everlaſt- 
ing, he had another and very different View 
of them. I ſuppoſe, that it will be allowed, 
that a Counſel and Covenant of Peace, were 
held, and entered into, between the Father 
and Chriſt, before the Commencement of 
Time, wherein, the Salvation of the Church, 
was fully provided for, and effectually ſe- 
cured. I perſuade mylelf, that our good 
Brethren, who object to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt's everlaſting Delight in his People, will 
not call the Truth of either into Queſtion. 
Becauſe, if they are not granted, we mult | 
conclude, that God and Chriſt, in Eternity, 


did not concern themſelves about the Salva- 
| D 2 tion 
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tion and Happineſs of the Church. That 
Chriſt was not appointed and conſtituted 
Mediator That no federal Tranſactions 
paſſed between the Father and Chriſt, before 
Time, relating to the important Affair of 
the Redemption of his People. But ſurely, 


the precious Doctrine of an everlaſting Co- 


venant of Grace, being entered into, by the 
Father and Jeſus Chriſt, for the Security, 
final, and endleſs Happineſs of the Church, 
will not be parted with; out of Oppoſi- 
tion to the Sentiment of Chriſt's dehghting 
in his People, before Time. I apprehend, 
that an impartial, and candid Conſideration, 
of the federal Tranſactions, of the Father 
and Chriſt, from everlaſting, will oblige us 
to conclude, that it 1s true, that he then 
had ſuch a View of his People, as was infi- 
nitely pleaſing and delightful to him. 

2. That the Proſpect, which Chriſt had 
of his People, in the eternal Counſel, and 
Covenant of Peace, was a pleaſing one to 
him, will evidently appear, by the Conſidera- 
tion of the following Particulars. 

(I.) He therein viewed them, as waſhed 
in his Blood, and ſo clear of all Guilt. 
The Father, in the everlaſting Covenant, 


required Chriſt to /ay deen his Life for his 


People. It was his Will, that he ſhould make 
his Soul an Offering, for their Sins. That he 


ſhould fed his Blzed, in order to their Re- 


miſſion. 


— 
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: miſſion, Chriſt, on his Part, agreed, and 
became engaged, to ſuffer and die for them. 
Hence, he was under Obligation, to ſubmit 


to Suffering and Death. O not Chriſt to 
have ſuffered thoſe Things ? Upon this Ac- 
count, his Blood, is called /e Blood of the 
everlaſting Covenant, The Church, as waſhed 
in his Blood, is without Spot, or wrinkle, or any 


ſuch Thing. Since, this was an Article fixed 


and ſettled, between the Father, and the great 


Mediator, in the Covenant of Grace, it is 


reaſonable to conclude, that Chriſt then had 
a View of his People, as clear of all Guilt. 
For, ſurely, 1t cannot be a Miſtake, to think, 
that he, from everlaſting, fore-ſaw what 
would be the Iſſue of his Sufferings and 
Death, reſpecting the Perſons, for whom, 
he undertook to ſuffer and die. And that 
Fore-view, which he then had of them, 
doubtleſs, was infinitely pleaſing, and de- 
lightful to him. If any will ſay, that Chriſt 
had not, in Eternity, a View of his People, 
as purged from the Guilt of Sin, in Virtue 
of his atoning Blood and Sacrifice, I conceive, 
that they will be obliged to deny, that the 
Affair of his Death, was an Article agreed 
on, from everlaſting, between the Father, 
and himſelf. As freed from the Guilt of 


Sin, they ever were the Objects of his Com- 


placency and Delight, 


(2.) He 
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(2.) He delighted in his People, from 
everlaſting, as he beheld them clothed, with 
the Robe of his Righteouſneſs, and conſti- 
tuted righteous thereby. The Righteouſneſs 
of the Saints, whereby they are juſtified, 18 
compared, on account of its Purity, to fine 
Linnen, clean and white. Unto her it was 
granted, to be arrayed with fine Linnen, clean 
and white, which is the Righteouſneſs of Saints, 
Therefore, as they are inveſted therewith, 
they, are all fair, and without Spot; perfect, 
through that Comelineſs, which is put upon them. 
This Righteouſneſs, for its Value, and curi- 
ous Texture, 1s comparable to wrought Gold, 
The King's Daughter is all glorious within, her 
Clothing is of wrought Gold. Becauſe, of its 
Splendor, it is comparable to the Sun. The 
Church, in regard to her Sanctification, is 
fair as the Moon ; but in reſpect to her Juſti- 
_ fication, ſhe is clear as the Sun. Moſt ſplendid 
and glorious. Now Chriſt, in the Covenant 


of Peace, undertook to work out, and bring 


in this Garment of Salvation, this Robe of Righ- 
teouſneſs, for his People. Having then, a 
View of them, as naked, and deſtitute of a 
juſtifying Righteouſneſs, in themſelves. For, 
Obedience to the Law, was required of him, 
by the Father, as well as ſuffering its Curſe. 
And he agreed to fulfil the Father's Will in 
both. Hence, he not only, was to make Re- 
conciliation for Iniquity ; but alſo, to bring in 

| ever- 
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: everlaſting Righteouſneſs, His undertaking to 
do the Latter for his People, is a clear Proof, 
that they were then, preſent to his View, in 


their own filthy Garments And if, from 


everlaſting, he beheld them, as unrighteous 
in themſelves, may we not conclude, that 
they were preſent to his View, in Eternity, 
as clothed with - change of Raiment, whereby, 
they are conſtituted righteous ? And if they 
were ſo viewed, and conſidered by him, ſure- 
ly, they were, under that View, and Conſi- 
deration, the Objects of his Complacency and 
Delight. 

(3.) Chriſt took Pleaſure, in his People, 
from everlaſting, as he beheld them beauti- 
tied with the Graces of the Holy Spirit. The 
Saints are internally beautiful, as ſuch. They 
are the happy Subjects of a lovely Image, 
which 1s delightful and pleaſing to Chriſt. 
For, it is the Image of himſelf. The Graces * 
of Faith, Hope, Love, and a holy Fear of 
God, are very ornamental to them. On 
account thereof, they are denominated, 7he 


Excellent in the Earth, in whom is all Chriſt's 


Delight. In the eternal Counſel and Cove- 


nant of Peace, he had a View of his People 


as adorned with thoſe Graces. That, there- 
in, he beheld them, as naturally depraved, 
and deſtitute of Holineſs, will, I ſuppoſe, 
be freely granted. It cannot be denied, if 

It 
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it is allowed, that it was a Point ſettled, in 
that Covenant, that he ſhould become Sancti- 


fication to his People, by a Communication 


of Holineſs to them, Which cannot ſurely 
be called in Queſtion; becauſe, their holy 
Vocation, or Regeneration, and Sanctifica- 


tion, are according unto Grace, which was 


given them, in him, before the World began (). 
And that Grace was given, in the everlaſting 
Covenant, which was entered into, between 


the Father, and himſelf, as the Mediator, and 


Head of the Church. Is it not evident from 


hence, that Chriſt had a twofold View of 
his People, in the everlaſting Covenant, one, 


as unholy, and the other, as adorned with 
Grace and Holineſs? No Difficulty attends 
conceiving, that they were preſent to his 
View, in Eternity, as ſinful. And is it not 
equally eaſy, to conceive, that they were then 


alſo preſent to his View, as ſanctified? And 


that as ſo conſidered by him, they were the 
Objects of his Complacency and Delight. 
(4.) Chriſt had a Proſpect of his People, 


from everlaſting, as perfectly holy, and 


conſummately happy. He foreſaw them, in the 
Beauties of Holineſs, from the Womb, before the 
Morning, i. e. the earlieſt Part of Time (J). 
The Father bleſſed them with all ſpiritual 


* Bleſſings, in heavenly Places in Chriſt. Ac- 


cording, as he choſe them in him, before 


the 


( 2 Tim. i. 9. (7) Pſal. ex. 3. 
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the Foundation of the World. And, 
therefore, he then viewed them, as all glori- 
” cus within (u). Or as poſſeſſed of that ſpot- 


leſs Purity, which they will be the happy Sub- 
jects of, in the heavenly State. Eternal Life 
was promiſed to them, in him, before the 
Commencement of Time. Tn hope of eternal 
Life, which God, that cannot lie promiſed before 
the World began o). As the federal Tranſac- 
tions of the Father, and Chriſt, reſpecting 
the Elect, in Eternity paſt, provided for their 
being completely holy, and conſummately 
happy, in Eternity to come: So the View, 


which Chriſt had of them, in the immeaſur- 


able Duration, of Eternity paſt, extended 
itſelf, unto the immeaſurable Duration of 


Eternity to come. And from everlaſting, 
he foreſaw them, as poſſeſſed of that ſpots 
leſs Beauty, conſummate Bliſs, and incon- 
ceivable Glory, which they will be the Sub- 
jects of, in the heavenly Manſions. And, 
therefore, his Delights were then with them. 


Thoſe eternal Thoughts which Chriſt had of 
his People, being with him, in Heaven to 


behold his Glory, were infinitely pleaſing 
and delightful to him. That he had ſuch 


Thoughts concerning them, from everlaſting, 


cannot be ſcrupled, if it be allowed, that 
their final, and endleſs Bliſs, was then a- 
greed on, in Covenant, between the Father, 


E and 
(=) Pfal. xlv. 13, (se) Tit. i. 2. 
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and himſelf. Which, I hope, will not be 
doubted of. 

If our Brethren will not deny, that Chriſt 
had ſuch a Proſpect of his People, from 
everlaſting, in the Counſel, and Covenant of 
Peace: I would intreat them to conſider, 
whether, it is more proper to ſay, that he 
pres them, as he beheld them waſhed in 

is Blood, and ſo clear of all Guilt. As 
clothed with his Righteouſneſs, and thereby 
conſtituted righteous. As beautified with the 
Graces of his Spirit. And as poſſeſſed of 
complete Holineſs, conſummate Bliſs, and 
inconceivable Glory, for evermore : Or to 
ſay, that he delighted in them, as they were 
ſo viewed, and conſidered, by him. I can- 
not but think, that upon a candid and impar- 
tial Conſideration of the Matter, they will 
grant, that it is more proper to ſay, that they 
were the Objects, of his Complacency and 
Delight, than of his Benevolence, Compaſ- 
ſion or Pity: And if fo, why ſhould they 
object to the Doctrine of Chriſt's everlaſt- 


ing Delight, in his People, and repreſent it, 
in an odious Light. If it can be proved, that 


Chriſt had no ſuch Proſpect, of his People, 
in Eternity, I will immediately give up, what 
I have been pleading for. Becauſe, I am 
rſuaded, that Chriſt cannot take Pleaſure, 
in his People, otherwiſe, than, as he views, 
or conſiders them waſhed in his Blood, cloth- 
18 ed 


F Spirit, as perfectly 
happy, in the Enjoyment of himſelf. A 
Which, were not onl 


the direct Contra 
and fit Objects of Chriſt's Delight, as waſhed 
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with his Righteouſneſs, ſanCtified by his 
holy, and completel 


decreed concerning 
them; but federal Tranſactions paſſed, be- 


tween the Father and Chriſt, in Eternity, re- 


lating to thoſe important, and glorious 


Things. And, conſequently, it 1s to be con- 
— cluded, that the People of Chriſt, in the 


everlaſting Covenant, were not only preſent 


to his View, as guilty, depraved, condemned, 
and miſerable ; but alſo, as clear of Guilt, 


conſtituted righteous, ſanctified by his Grace, 
free from Condemnation, yea, as perfectly 


holy, and eternally happy, in the Fruition 

of his Father, and himſelf. Which View 
of them gave him infinite Pleaſure and De- 
light: What is there in this, that ſhould 
occaſion us to think, that it is not a Do&tr:ne, 
according to Godlineſs? Nothing 
does not ſuppoſe, that Chriſt delights in his 
People, conſidered, as unholy, or unlike to 


at all. It 


himſelf. It does not imply, that they may 
be happy, without being made holy ; but 
. Are not the Elect, meet 


in his Blood, clothed with his Righteouſneſs, 
as all glorious within, and completely happy 


with himſelf, in the World above? Surely, 
it will be allowed, that they are. I will not 
' Pretend to maintain, that Chriſt delights in 


E 2. the 


his infinite Complacency and Delight. That 
1s 
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the Perſons of his People, „imply conſidered, 
That is to ſay, conſidered, neither, as guilty, 
nor innocent, neither, as unholy, nor holy, 
neither, as miſerable, nor happy. For, I © 
think, it is impoſſible, that he ever ſhould 
ſo conſider them. Becauſe it is not poſſible, 
that a reaſonable Creature ſhould exiſt, and 
be neither guilty, nor innocent, neither un- 
holy, nor holy, neither miſerable, nor happy. 
What I am inclined to maintain, is this 
only: That the People of Chriſt, were the 
Objects of his Complacency and Delight, 
from everlaſting, as he then beheld them, 
clear of Guilt, conſtituted righteous, made 
holy by his Spirit, and completely happy in 
his glorious Preſence. If, in Eternity, he had 
no ſuch View of them, I will grant, that he 
could not take Pleaſure in them. But that 
he had ſuch a Proſpect of them, in Eternity, 


I think, the federal Tranſactions between 


the Father and himſelf, moſt clearly, and 
fully evince. Chriſt's View of his People, 
m the immeaſurable Duration of Eternity 
paſt, extended itſelf, unto the immea- 
furable Duration of Eternity to come. And, 
therefore, as it is true, that Chriſt was 
the Object of the Father's eternal De- 
light, in the Capacity of Mediator: So it 
is an evangelical Truth, that the People of 
Chriſt, from everlaſting, were the Objects of 
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is a Doctrine, which I conceive, cannot be 
diſproved, without overthrowing the Eter- 
nity of the Covenant of Grace, which is 
more ſtable and firm, than Mountains of 
Braſs. I conclude with the Doxology of the 
Apoſtle Jude: Now unto him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs be- 
fore the Preſence of his Glory, «with exceeding 

Foy. To the only wiſe God our Saviour, be Glory 


and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, now and 
ever. Amen. 
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Page 8, Line 12, for Mitrius, read itſius. 
In the Note, Line 2, for qua, read ſa. 
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